
Parking is available behind the hall, accessed
via Knaith Road (Melway map 50 B8).

To a�end, you will need to be
fully vaccinated.

Please enter by the FRONT door only
from 7:30pm. The back door will only be open
to allow Chris Fletcher to bring in her plants.
The sign-in book and name tag box will be on

a table in the mee�ng room.

August 2022

Member Mee�ng
IN PERSON

Friday 26th August
Ringwood East Elderly Ci�zens Hall,
2-8 Laurence Grove, Ringwood East

3 Decades of FJC Rogers Seminars
Peter Rogers and Bill Aitchison

This coming October, our Group is hos�ng the
14th FJC Rogers Seminar, on the subject “Fabulous
Peas”. These Seminars have been held every two
years since the first one in 1996, which was on the
subject of Hakeas. In this presenta�on, Peter and
Bill will look at the origin and history of these
seminars, which recognise the magnificent service
that Fred Rogers provided to our Society. Amongst
many other achievements, Fred was the founder
and first President of APS Maroondah.

Past Seminars have covered a wide range of plant
groups, and this presenta�on will include some of
our special na�ve flora that have been the subject of
previous Seminars. Peter and Bill will also talk about
our forthcoming “Fabulous Peas” Seminar.

Garden Visit
Sunday 28th August at 2 pm

David Ligh�oot and Sue Corcoran’s Garden
367 Arundel Crescent, Surrey Hills. (Melway Map 60G1)

You may remember that some years ago Maroondah APS
group visited David and Sue’s garden in Surrey Hills, which
featured a “rainbow” garden and various levels on the sloping
block. A driveway cut through the middle and a single storey
house was situated towards the rear.

Well, about 5 years ago, with their house literally falling
down around them, they decided to do a complete rebuild.
This involved a new house design, and the opportunity for a
new garden too. The new house construc�on was completed
in early 2020, just in �me for lock downs, but the silver lining
was plenty of hours spent in the new garden.

The garden was designed and constructed by Philip
Johnson and his team. David has done the flora selec�ons and
plan�ng. During the build, virtually all of the old garden and
plants were destroyed, with a few larger shrubs, and small
trees saved, as well as some garden beds in the corners of the
block. All non-Australian plants (apart from an area of herbs,
and edibles) have been removed. Although the garden is s�ll
quite young, there has been good growth and the “saved”
areas give it a more established feel than its 2.5 year existence.

Features include ver�cal railway sleepers as the front
fence, a creek with pond fed from roof and tank water,
winding paths, and lots of rocks. Steep mounds allow
interes�ng and unusual plants to grow, and a unique element
is a roo�op garden above the garage. The roo�op garden has
a high tech “soil” and great drainage, allowing spectacular
small plants such as scaevolas, lechenaul�as, ac�notus and
epacris to thrive.

A�er touring the garden, you may wish to visit South
Surrey Park, which is next door and features indigenous
plan�ngs, including a new “wildflower meadow”.

There is plenty of
parking along Arundel
Crescent at the top of the
property. Please be aware
that there are quite a few
steps, and open water
in the garden. Rear drop
off entry via Delta Street is
available, which allows
non-stepped access to
parts of the garden and
can be used for pick up for
visitors who prefer not to
climb back up the
property. There is limited
to no parking in Delta
Street.N
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Hakeas

Notes from the talk at
our July meeting

by Chris Larkin

Wri�en up by Diane Hedin

Photographs by Chris Larkin

The genus ‘Hakea’ is named a�er a German
botanical patron, Baron von Hake. Hakea belongs to the
family Proteaceae and is closely related to grevilleas.
(As a generalisa�on the difference between a hakea and
a grevillea is the woody, o�en persistent fruits of the
hakea which o�en need fire for the seed to be
released).

The type plant is Hakea tere�folia, described by two
German botanists, Schrader and Wendland in 1797.

Hakeas are endemic to Australia and there are 150
to 175 species. They are widely distributed, occurring in
all states, with most in South West Western Australia.
They grow in a wide range of soils, but generally acidic,
and in woodlands or open forests.

Hakeas that are local to the Melbourne area are
found in the east to north east, in damp situa�ons and
includeHakea nodosa andH. decurrens ssp physocarpa.

There are broad leaf species including H. laurina,
pe�olaris ssp pe�olaris and mul�lineata, and some
other ‘lethal’ types such as H. pycnoneura and
H. ‘Burrendong Beauty’. H. clavata and H. lissocarpha
may be the prickliest of them all.

Hakeas are valued for their diversity of foliage and
flower, and many have proven to be tough plants for dry
condi�ons. The flowers are generally white, cream,
yellow, pink, red and even blue, and generally flower in
winter to early spring. They form in leaf axils or on old
wood, and they are bi-sexual.

Some are grown for their beau�ful foliage, such as
H. victoria and H. conchifolia.

Hakeas can be iden�fied by their seeds, flowers and
leaves. However, some are difficult to differen�ate as

their dis�nguishing features are very subtle. Chris gave
an example of the difference in the leaf feature of
H. scoparia and H. pycnoneura, where otherwise their
seeds, flowers, growth habit, size and �me of flowering
are very similar. The difference in leaf form is only
evident in cross-sec�on. Another example is
H. francisiana and H. bucculenta which Chris bought as
gra�ed plants, and were planted at the same �me.
Their leaves and flowers appear the same, and they are
suspected of being hybrids.

Chris has found that hakeas generally like growing in
free draining acidic soil, and require a reasonable
amount of sun. They are o�en large plants, and Chris
suggested H. invaginata, grammatophylla and
neurophylla for the average size garden. Large species
such as H. laurina can be used in the background.

Less commonly grown species are difficult to source,
and members of the audience suggested the Melton
Botanic Gardens nursery and the APS Melton & Bacchus
Marsh plant sales.

Members who were able to a�end the visit to Chris’s
garden on the Sunday were able to see her beau�ful
plants ‘in the flesh’.

Many thanks to Chris for the presenta�on and the
garden visit.
Postscript:

A�er her talk, Chris Larkin contacted us to say: ‘Since
talking to the group I have been in contact with Paul
Kennedy. He has informed me there are 169 hakeas –
species and subspecies included – not the 175 I suggested.’

See next page for some pictures from Chris’ talk.

Some hakeas growing in Chris Larkin’s garden.

➜
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Hakea lehmanniana

Broad leaf Hakea bucculenta

Prickly leaf Hakea lissocarpha

Flower bud in leaf axil, Hakea invaginata

Possibly a hybrid, Hakea bucculenta

Smallish Hakea invaginata
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We had the pleasure of visi�ng Chris's incredible
garden on a beau�ful sunny, blue sky day. Mee�ng at the
top of the block we wandered through the casuarinas and
down through the garden to the house area.

Chris shows in her garden, her love of garden design.
Much thought has gone into every area, with pathways
and garden beds all carefully laid out and prepared. Being
on a high sloping block, Chris has le� areas that have a
clear view out over the house to surrounding areas. Plants
have been chosen to not obstruct the view and give a
feeling of the garden beds flowing from one area to
another.

Drainage on the sloping areas would not be a worry
which also suits her plan�ngs. Well planned pathways
meander across the garden, making walking easy and
invi�ng.

Chris showed us her new garden beds, some of which
have quick growing plants that will later be taken over by
her planned choices. All plants were growing really well, so
obviously chosen to suit the areas they were planted in. At
the bo�om of the hill was a lovely small pond with suitable
plants enhancing this piece of the garden. Looking from
this area back up the slope was amazing. Beau�fully
placed rocks and garden invi�ng us to keep looking,
although the na�ve birds were quite a distrac�on. Not
everyone is lucky enough to have such a variety of honey
eaters, golden whistlers, pardalotes, kookaburras and

more fli�ng around so close to the house.
Around the front of the house, the gardens are more

established. Plants with different foliage shapes and
colours. Many of these plants were in flower and with
such a large block Chris has been able to do repeat
plan�ngs which show up well throughout the garden
beds. Philotheca myoporoides was used this way
throughout the front area.

Of course Chris's love is Hakeas and they certainly
were at their best. The Hakea bucculenta X with its
beau�ful pink rods of flowers against the blue sky is hard
to beat. Also, although nearly finished was the unusual
Hakea orthorrhyncha which you could see had been
covered in flower. This has flowers that run along the
stems and gives any garden a li� with its brilliant colour.

Other flowering plants were correas, wa�les,
grevilleas, westringias, hoveas, hardenbergias and so
much more.

Thanks go to those that brought a lovely a�ernoon
tea. We were able to celebrate two 'special' birthdays.
Nicky Zanen and Tim Morrow both having significant
birthdays this month.

Winners of our 3 Hakea plants were Helen Morrow,
Maureen Schaumann and Nicky Zanen.

We thank Chris so much for invi�ng us to her
magnificent garden, and for turning on the weather. We
can only imagine what it might be like in Spring.

Wow!
Is there a need to say more!

Notes from the July Garden Visit
to Chris Larkin, Lysterfield.

Alison Rogers
Pictures by Alison Rogers



Grevillea hirtella Hakea bucculenta

Hakea bucculenta

News from Friends of Karwarra
The Friends have a propaga�ng session on the last Tuesday of each month at 11.00 am.

BYO gloves. Everybody is welcome.
There is currently an Art Exhibi�on
"Reflec�on on the Storm",

no�ng the first anniversary since the storms of June 2021.
The exhibi�on is open on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

The address for Karwarra Gardens is 1190 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Kalorama.
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July Specimen Table

Full list (almost) of species on the July Specimen Table.

Bruce Schroder

Acacia squamata, A. acinacea, A. aphylla,
A. leprosa ‘Scarlet Blaze’
Templetonia retusa
Grevillea preissii ssp glabrilimba, G. alpina ‘Tooberac’,
G. lavandulacea ‘Chetwynd’,
Epacris impressa, E. purpurascens
Philotheca verrucosa pink buds large white flowers,
P. verrucosa pink buds small so� pink flowers, P. smithii

Hakea invaginata, H. corymbosa, H. lehmanniana
Eucalyptus cladocalyx ‘Vintage Red’, E. preissiana
Kunzea baxteri
Guicheno�a macrantha
Petrophile biloba
Diplolaena mollis
Veronica perfoliata
Pomaderris obcordata

Grevillae alpina ‘Tooberac’ – Grevillea alpina forms are
notoriously difficult to grow in the garden, generally
requiring excellent drainage. The more spectacular
forms, ‘Tooberac’ being one, typically are the most
difficult. Peter Smith grows this one, and has been
fortunate enough to keep it going for a while now. The
form from Montrose and Mt Evelyn, on the lower slopes
of the Dandenongs, although not as spectacular, is a bit
easier to grow.

Philotheca smithii – Somewhat unusual for the genus,
with many of its species referred to commonly as Wax
Flowers, this one doesn’t have waxy leaves or flowers.
Typical of the more common Waxflowers such as
P. myoporoides and P. verrucosa which cover
themselves in starry white flowers during mid winter,
this too covers itself but in smaller white, so� petalled
flowers with more rounded �ps on the petals. Prior to
most Eriostemons going over to the genus Philotheca,
this was known as Eriostemon myoporoides ssp smithii.
This specimen was brought in by Bev Fox, and a number
of flowering specimens were seen at Sunday’s garden
visit to Chris Larkin’s garden. Considered quite easy to
grow by Bev, it is surprising this is not common in
cul�va�on.

Philotheca verrucosa – Bruce brought in 2 different
forms of this deligh�ul and long lived species. One, the
pink bud, large white flower form, he obtained many years
ago from Goldfields Revegeta�on Nursery near Bendigo,
then owned and operated by Marilyn Sprague. She grew
5 or 6 different forms, all collected locally.
The second form was one grown and sold by Kuranga
Nursery (one of their own collec�ons) simply called the
pink form, with pink buds and small so� pink flowers.
P. verrucosa is common around the Bendigo Goldfields
area and to its west in South Australia,, and has
subsequently a�ained the common name Bendigo Wax. I
didn’t know un�l very recently, there is also a large
disjunc�ve popula�on in Tasmania’s north and north east.

Zieria citriodora – Peter Rogers and Bruce Schroder
both brought in specimens of this plant but Peter’s was
labelled Ziera aspalathoides. Bev Fox was pre�y
confident is isn’t Z. citriodora as it lacked the strong
citrus aroma when the leaves were crushed. Bruce was
also confident it wasn’t Z. aspalathoides which he had
seen flowering in profusion in the Pilliga Scrub in 2021.
The Encyclopaedia confirms affinity between the two
species with Z. aspalathoides lacking the lemon
fragrance. Notwithstanding, with its small white four-
petalled flowers, the warty appearance of the small
trifoliate leaves and stems, it was a standout.

Zieria citriodora

Grevillea alpina 'Tooberac'

Philotheca verrucosus pink bud large white.
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Hakea lehmanniana – Rarely grown but most unusual,
this is purported to be the only hakea with blue flowers.
The intensity of the blue colour is apparently variable
from plant to plant as shown with this specimen, grown
by Bruce Schroder. It certainly is not what you might call
sky blue! It is a medium sized shrub growing to about
1.2 metres high by about 1m wide. Unfortunately it is
not commonly available, although Na�ve Plant
Wholesalers in Mount Gambier occasionally distribute
it to retail outlets.

Acacia squamata – Both Peter and Bruce brought in
specimens of this unusual but highly floriferous acacia.
They both bought their plants from Chris Fletcher a
couple of years ago.
Bruce’s is flowering
now for the first
�me. It is reported
to be a small open
spreading plant to
no more than a
metre wide and with
occasional upright
growth spikes to
60cm. Best in an
open sunny and well
drained posi�on,
this essen�ally
leafless plant is
hardly no�ceable in
the garden un�l it
flowers.
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Eucalyptus cladocalyx ‘Vintage Red’ – Joe Wilson
brought in a small branch of this unusual form of the
species which he said the local council has been plan�ng
as a street tree. The “red” refers to the leaf and stem
colour of the new growth, which is probably more of a
dark burgundy, similar to the colour of the leaves of the
very commonly grown street tree Prunus ‘Nigra’. Fresh
new leaf growth of the ‘Vintage Red’ quickly matures to
a dull greyish purple. Trees are propagated as gra�ed
specimens to retain the cul�var’s characteris�cs and
performance can be quite variable according to Bruce,
who also grew them as street trees when working for
the City of Whi�lesea.

Acacia acinacea – Peter showed us a specimen of this
rela�vely common wa�le, indigenous to a number of
areas of Victoria including our own Maroondah APS
region. Commonly known as Gold Dust Wa�le, it is one
of the most floriferous, literally covering the outside of
the bush in bright yellow pom pom flowers. It is usually
a small open shrub, quite variable in form. Some
selec�ons can get quite lanky in �me. The best forms
are the low growing suckering forms o�en found
around the Diamond Creek area, or a par�cularly good
dense low form released by Austraflora called ‘Pot O
Gold’ (origin unknown). These need to be propagated
from cu�ngs to retain their par�cular characteris�cs.

Veronica perfoliata

Grevillea preisii

Hakea corymbosa

Hakea lehmanniana

What do the names mean?
'lehmanniana – named a�er Professor

Johann G.C. Lehmann, 19th Century
German botanist, 1792-1860, Professor of
botany in Hamburg (Germany).

'bucculenta – means with full cheeks,
referring to the fruit shape.

Br
uc

e
Sc

hr
od

er



8APS Maroondah Group – founded in 1966Kunzea August 2022

The fourth newsle�er was distributed in early
August to registrants and others who have expressed
interest in the Seminar.

If you want to be added to this list please let us
know at

fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com.
The fi�h and final newsle�er will be sent in early

September. Registrants will receive further
communica�on with details they need to know for
coming to the Seminar and sugges�ons of other things
to do in the area, in early October.

The Seminar sub-commi�ee is now focussing on
tasks where we need your help. At our August monthly
mee�ng, Alison Fisher will have a list of ways in which
you can help - either before the Seminar, se�ng-up on
Friday 14th or during the Seminar. There will be a
range of tasks and we are very grateful for any help
that you can give. Please consider pu�ng your name
down at the mee�ng.

15th and 16th October 2022
Prepara�ons for the Seminar are ramping up.

Special Exhibi�on
‘Fabulous Peas’

Art Exhibi�on at Karwarra Gardens
8th to 16th October 2022

1190 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd, Kalorama.
Open daily 10 am to 4 pm

except weekends when it is 1 to 4 pm. Closed Mondays.
Hosted by APS Maroondah.

You may not be aware of APS Victoria's YouTube
channel, so here are the links and some more
informa�on about it. Miriam Ford in par�cular has been
making some terrific short videos on her travels around
different groups.

The amazing Handscombe Garden near
Warrnambool, Paul Kennedy on Hakeas and Kevin
Sparrow on the Swan Reserve are the latest offerings.
We publicise them on Facebook – but many members
choose not to be part of that.

Below you will find the link so that you can easily
access the videos. It costs nothing and if you "subscribe"
you will be no�fied of new videos.

You can also share with friends to promote APS
membership and what we get up to together.
This is the link to the APS Victoria YouTube Channel:

h�ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWUr8e-
AhjR0A0GEDqga0aA/videos
You can also contribute to the YouTube channel. Our

APS Vic secretary, Chris Long, says "Why not make a

video of your next garden visit? Miriam can assist with
how to go about it and upload them."

Some videos are essen�ally slideshows of
photographs, and others are video footage.

If you are interested then you can contact Miriam via
email: miriamdfc30@gmail.com.

APS Victoria YouTube Channel

Podolobium alpestre
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWUr8e-AhjR0A0GEDqga0aA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWUr8e-AhjR0A0GEDqga0aA/videos
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Specimen Table
As usual, please bring along specimens for our August

mee�ng, with names a�ached if possible. For this mee�ng,
we would especially like to feature pea plants on the
Specimen Table, so please bring along some peas if you are
able to.

As each specimen is displayed by the presenter, a piece
is also taken to put under the document camera so that it
can be clearly shown on the screen. This can present
difficul�es if the specimen is very small. Hence, if possible,
please bring 2 pieces of small material (�ed together).

Help at Member Mee�ngs
Supper is proving to be very popular. However, we do

need help from a couple of volunteers to serve the drinks
through the servery. (This is a safety issue.)

If you find you have a chance to get to the hall by
7:30pm, we also need helpers to set up chairs, and helpers
to pack them away at the end of the mee�ng.

Many hands make light work. If a few of us take turns
then each of us may only need to do it once a year.

Working Bees
The next couple of working bees at the gardens of

our mee�ng venue, Ringwood East Elderly Ci�zens
Centre, will be on the following dates:

1st Thursday – 1st September from 10-12am
2nd Sunday - 11th September from 2-4pm

The address is 6 Laurence Grove, Ringwood East
There is tube stock to plant, correas to prune and

“naughty” plants to be removed. Please bring your own
gardening tools.

APS Maroondah Website Redesign
Tim Morrow

APS Maroondah are redesigning their website and
are looking for people who are interested in the
redesign of the site. The website needs a good overhaul
and a refresh would spark things up again, in line with
our move to the new mee�ng premises.

Are you interested? There is no need to know any
technical computer code as it is the design and bright
layout ideas which we are looking for. Any thoughts or
inputs are appreciated.

For more informa�on, contact
Tim Morrow on 9850 9125
or email �m@themorrows.net.au.

Eltham Community & Reception Centre 

801 Main Road, Eltham 

native & indigenous plants, books on related subjects,  

Pots & gift stalls, new displays, refreshments & more 

Adults $5, Concessions $4 

Organised by  Australian Plants SocietyYarra Yarra Group  Inc No. A0039676Y 

A Fabulous Resource
Tony Slater, a local botanist and naturalist, has put

together a guide to the ‘Eucalypts of Whitehorse and
Surrounds’, which was developed as a tool to assist
residents iden�fy the local eucalypts in the City of
Whitehorse and surrounding areas.

The focus of this booklet is the indigenous and more
common non-indigenous eucalypts that are found in
the reserves, parks and other public areas. It does not
a�empt to include all the ornamental eucalypts found
in private gardens. The aim is to help the reader iden�fy
these eucalypt species and to become familiar with
them in the local landscape.

The City of Whitehorse has published the booklet on
their website, and it is free. It can be downloaded and
printed.

The link is h�ps://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sites/
whitehorse.vic.gov.au/files/assets/documents/Guide-
to-Eucalypts-of-Whitehorse.pdf.

https://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sites/whitehorse.vic.gov.au/files/assets/documents/Guide-to-Eucalypts-of-Whitehorse.pdf
https://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sites/whitehorse.vic.gov.au/files/assets/documents/Guide-to-Eucalypts-of-Whitehorse.pdf
https://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sites/whitehorse.vic.gov.au/files/assets/documents/Guide-to-Eucalypts-of-Whitehorse.pdf
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Two gardens belonging to APS Maroondah members are going to open in Open
Gardens Victoria this spring. They are both opening on the weekend of:

3rd and 4th of September 2022
Bev and John Hanson have had their magnificent Warrandyte garden open

many �mes in the Open Garden Scheme, but this will be the first �me for Sue
Guymer and Bill Aitchison’s Donvale garden.

Both couples could do with some extra help over the weekend.
If you can help, and haven’t already been in contact with them, please contact:

Bev at bandjhanson@hotmail.com
or phone 9844 3906

Sue and Bill at aitchguy@gmail.com
or phone 9872 3583



Postal address: P.O. Box 33, Ringwood 3134
Email: maroondah@apsvic.org.au
Newsle�er contribu�ons:
Contribu�ons for the September 2022 Newsle�er should be

sent to Sue Guymer at apsmaroondah@gmail.com
no later than Friday 2nd September 2022

Maroondah Group website:
australianplantssoc.wix.com/maroondah
APS Vic website:
www.apsvic.org.au

Published by APS Maroondah Inc.
Registra�on No. A0013122B

Australian Plants Society Maroondah Inc.

Our mee�ngs will normally be held on the 4th Friday of the month,
with the garden visit on the following Sunday.

Ac�vi�es in 2022

APS Maroondah Mee�ngs
(4th Friday of the month)

26th August – Bill Aitchison and Peter Rogers:
Three Decades of FJC Rogers Seminars.

23rd September – AGM.
Jason Caruso: Eucalypts.

28th October – Russell Wait: Eremophilas.
25th November – Grand Specimen Table.

Sunday 11th – Friday 16th September 2022
ANPSA Conference, hosted by APS NSW at Kiama.

Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th October 2022
14th FJC Rogers Seminar on “Fabulous Peas”,
hosted by APS Maroondah at Mt Evelyn.
Please send expressions of interest to
fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com
Registra�ons are STILL OPEN.
You will find the form at
h�ps://apsvic.org.au/�c-rogers-seminar- 2022/

Seminars and ConferencesAPS Maroondah Garden Visits
28th August – David Ligh�oot garden, Surrey Hills.
25th September – Bower garden, Mitcham.
30th October – Russell Wait garden, Riddells Creek.
27th November – Geoff and Jannie Lay garden,

Box Hill North.

APS Victoria
24th – 25th September – APS Loddon Murray

hos�ng Quarterly Gathering at Swan Hill.
Details in June Growing Australian.

Commi�ee
Alison Rogers President 9801 6946
Peter Rogers Secretary 9801 6946
Bev Fox Treasurer 9762 5086
Graeme Nicholls Vice President 9893 4422
Jan Nicholls Membership Secretary 9893 4422
Sue Guymer Newsle�er Editor 9872 3583
Bruce Schroder 0418 582 924
Joe Wilson 9812 0209
Bill Aitchison 9872 3583
Dallas Boulton 9729 1538
Tim Morrow 9850 9125

Spring Plant Sales
27th & 28thAugust – APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants
Expo, Eltham Community and Recep�on Centre,
801 Main Road, Eltham. 10am to 4pm both days.

Gardening Australia
Our favourite gardening show on ABC, Gardening

Australia, has a segment due to be aired on Aug 26 –
Miriam's Mints with Jane Edmanson.

Miriam is a long term member of APS Vic and is
currently our Vice President. She was the leader of the
FJC Rogers seminar on Mint Bushes and Allied genera in
2020 and this led to her passion for mints.

Newsle�er Contribu�ons for September
Sue Guymer will be the Contents Editor for our

September Kunzea. Please help her out by providing
material for inclusion.

Please note that contribu�ons should be emailed to
apsmaroondah@gmail.com. Photos should be at
highest possible resolu�on so that they will reproduce
clearly in Kunzea, and should be sent as separate files
from words/ar�cle.

The deadline is Friday 2nd September.

Chelsea Australian Garden at Olinda
You may remember that Alison Hill, Managing

Director of the People and Parks Founda�on, spoke at
our May 2021 mee�ng about the Chelsea Australian
Garden project at Olinda. Work is now well underway
on construc�on of this Garden.

There was discussion with those a�ending the
May 2021 mee�ng as to whether our Group should
financially support this project, and as a result of this
your Commi�ee decided to make a dona�on (as
advised to members early this year).

We are pleased to advise that our Group has
recently made a dona�on of $10,000 towards this
new Garden.

We have received a le�er from Alison Hill thanking
members for their support of this exci�ng project. You
can read Alison’s le�er on the last page of this
newsle�er.

https://apsvic.org.au/fjc-rogers-seminar-%202022/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 August 2022 
 
Australian Plant Society, Maroondah 
C/O Mr William Aitchison 
bill3111@gmail.com  
 
Dear Members of the Australia Plant Society, Maroondah, 
  
Firstly thank you for your generous contributions to the Chelsea Australian Garden at Olinda. 
   
Construction is now underway and the Garden will be completed before the end of the year.  Needless to 
say, we are hoping for a mild Winter to achieve this gargantuan task!  Some key facts about the Chelsea 
Australian Garden at Olinda.  The Garden will: 

• cover an area just over 1.5 acres with a dramatic 14 metre level change  
• include 6 different microclimate zones 
• be home for 10,000 native plants from all around Australia 
• feature 60-70 rare and endangered species, including 22 of the incredibly ancient Wollemi Pines, 

some close to 3 metres in height from the Royal Botanic Gardens in NSW 
• include an extensive collection of plant specimens from the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

  
While keeping to the original award-winning design, the Garden will reference the original geography of the 
site at Olinda through the waterfalls flowing in the direction of the ancient lava flows that formed the local 
landscape. We are sourcing magnificent quarried rocks from through Victoria for the waterfalls and have also 
many rocks from the original site. The billabong will hold over half a million litres of water, and play a key 
role in Garden maintenance and fire management.  
   
Phillip Johnson Landscapes, the People and Parks Foundation, and Parks Victoria are working together to 
ensure the Chelsea Australian Garden serves to connect as many people as possible to the beauty, diversity 
and importance of Australian native plants. Our ambition is that this Garden inspires and educates people to 
consider how they can bring more Australian natives into their own gardens, large or small. 
  
We have begun capturing film footage of this historic build and our vision is to produce a documentary that 
charts this Garden from its inception at Chelsea to the dream being realised in full and thriving glory at 
Olinda!  Phillip Johnson Landscapes has pledged to maintain this huge and complex Garden pro bono for the 
first 10 years.  We are now seeking donations for both the materials needed for ongoing maintenance of the 
Garden and to be able to produce the documentary. 
  
If you or anyone you know would like to know more about either of these projects, please contact me on 
0400 770 502. 
  
Thank you again for making this world-class Garden possible.   

 
Alison Hill 
 
Managing Director 
People and Parks Foundation  

 

People & Parks Foundation 
Level 10, 535 Bourke Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000 
 

info@peopleandparks.org 
www.peopleandparks.org 
A.B.N. 76 111 864 389 
 

 


